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	5th May 2003
	PRESS RELEASE


Exposed: UN’s Secret Sell-out of the Saharawis

Diplomat reveals Annan/Baker decided to ditch referendum plan back in 1997

Leading Spanish daily “El Pais” last Friday carried revelations from a new book by ex-head of UN peacekeeping Marrack Goulding has revealed that Kofi Annan had privately decided to abandon the UN peace plan for Western Sahara as long ago as 1997.  He appointed former US Secretary of State James Baker to be his Personal Envoy to Western Sahara specifically to push through the controversial “limited autonomy” agreement, which would ditch the free and fair referendum on independence which the UN (and international law) had promised the Saharawi and hand the country over to Morocco, and which has stalled the peace process.

In his recently-published autobiography “Peacemonger”, Goulding writes that, in February 1997, Kofi Annan asked him to “go to Houston, Texas, to persuade James Baker III to accept an appointment as Special Representative and try to negotiate a deal based on enhanced autonomy for Western Sahara within the Kingdom of Morocco”.  Baker duly became Annan’s Personal Envoy.  

Publicly he declared that he believed the existing Settlement Plan - which provided for a referendum of self-determination  for the Saharawi people, the inhabitants of the country before Morocco invaded – was still implementable.  The previously disillusioned Saharawis’ spirits soared.

But it may be that neither Baker nor Annan were genuinely trying to secure the Saharawis’ rights.  Instead, they may have used progress on the referendum as a means to persuade the Moroccan regime to drop their demand for full formal integration of Western Sahara into Morocco and accept the “autonomy” formula instead.  As autonomy would in practice mean Moroccan control, Rabat had little difficulty in swallowing this. 

Chronicle of a stitch-up

· 1997: Baker appointed; persuades Morocco to sign Houston Accords with POLISARIO Front; progress on identifying eligible voters for the referendum picks up

· 11 November 1999: Africa Confidential comments that “Many believe that if the vote is free, Morocco will lose it and nobody knows whether King Mohammed will take that risk” 

· 17 January 2000: voter list of 86,000 people published – Morocco claims it has 130,000 appeals.  The World Today comments:  “The list of eligible voters identified by MINURSO has increased Moroccan nervousness” 

· 25 October 2000, 20 February 2001, 24 April 2001: successive Annan/Baker reports now offer Morocco a way out of the referendum: granting “some devolution of authority” to W Sahara, but short of independence

· 20 June 2001: Baker proposes “Draft Framework Agreement” which legalises Moroccan occupation of Western Sahara and scraps the voter list.  He admits that this is a Moroccan plan he has merely “polished”.

· 22 June 2001: The Independent: “The United Nations is about to capitulate to Morocco”.

· 28 June 2001: The Economist: “Instead of grinding through an appeals procedure or declaring Morocco to be in default, the United Nations now appears to have abandoned the whole exercise.

Perez de Cuellar’s pro-Moroccan bias confirmed

The book also details the manoeuvres within the UN at the time of the adoption of the peace plan and Goulding’s suspicions that then UN Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar “had an undeclared agenda with the Moroccans”.  In his autobiography, Perez de Cuellar said that he personally favoured integration of Western Sahara into Morocco as a semi-autonomous province.  He was offered a job with the Moroccan company Omnium Nord Africain shortly after he retired from the UN.

“The Saharawis have an inalienable right to self-determination which the UN should uphold.  They have behaved with patience, dignity and restraint  - but the UN has abused their trust” said Tim Braunholtz of the Western Sahara Campaign UK.  “Suggesting they now accept the rule of the Moroccan regime, after all they have suffered, is not a credible solution.   And it’s hard to see how Baker can retain any credibility as an impartial mediator.”  


For further information, please contact:  
Tim Braunholtz, WSC UK on 0113 245 4786  or  0775 131 8982; email wsc@gn.apc.org 

Notes for editors:

1.  Western Sahara

Western Sahara is a country on the NW coast of Africa, about the size of the UK.  It is between Morocco and Mauritania, and also borders Algeria; the Canary Islands lie c100 miles off shore.  Formerly a Spanish colony, in 1975 the International Court of Justice, having been asked to determine its sovereignty, ruled that decolonisation and independence should follow on the basis of a “free and fair expression of the will of the people”.  The next day, Morocco invaded, and a war for independence followed.  The UN brokered a ceasefire in 1991 under a Settlement Plan which provided for a referendum on self-determination for the Saharawi; but, largely due to Moroccan obstructionism, this has still not been held.  The Saharawi population is now divided between refugee camps in the Algerian desert (c180,000 people) and the Moroccan-occupied territories (outnumbered by Moroccan settlers and troops).  Over 1000 Saharawi people “disappeared” early in the Moroccan occupation; over 500 are still missing.  

2.  James Baker

James Baker III was US Secretary of State under George Bush senior.  He is a partner in the Carlyle Group, the controversial Washington-based arms and finance company.  He headed George junior’s legal team in the battle over the Florida vote recounts, and spoke at the Lanesborough hotel in London with fellow Carlyle-ite John Major in an effort to win UK business leaders’ confidence in the legitimacy of the Republican victory.  

In October 2001 Morocco signed agreements with TotalFinaElf and Kerr-McGee to explore for oil in Western Sahara’s offshore waters.  Baker’s law firm, Baker & Botts, recently assisted in a US$ 1.5 billion bond issue by Kerr-McGee.  In February 2002, the UN Dept of Legal Affairs ruled that any attempt to exploit Western Sahara’s oil without the consent of its people would be illegal.

Baker & Botts founder member Robert Jordan also worked with Baker for Bush during the 2000 election controversy, and has since become US Ambassador to Saudi Arabia.

Read more on the Guardian (www.guardian.co.uk), Upstream Online (www.upstreamonline.com) and Centre for Responsive Politics (www.opensecrets.org)websites..

3.  The autonomy plan  - the “Draft Framework Agreement”

The initial version of this plan scrapped the existing voter list; legalised Morocco’s presence in Western Sahara; envisaged a referendum in 5 years time in which anyone resident in the territory for a year could vote, thus allowing Morocco to move more settlers to the territory to guarantee a majority; and left returning Saharawis at the mercy of Morocco’s brutal security forces.  It has been rejected by the UN Security Council three times.  Baker has recently visited the parties with “new”, secret proposals.  However, it is widely believed that on the core issues of a 5 year transition period under Moroccan rule and including Moroccan colonists on the voter list, these proposals are the same as the old autonomy plans. 
4.  Other scandals involving MINURSO diplomats:

· Joseph Manz (UN Special Representative), Frank Ruddy (US Representative to MINURSO) and Admiral John Dryden (US Representative) all resigned in protest at the UN’s pro-Moroccan bias in dealing with W Sahara.  No-one has ever resigned because of pro-Saharawi bias.

· MINURSO staff passed confidential census lists of Saharawis, provided by POLISARIO, to Morocco in 1991, allowing Moroccan settlers to impersonate deceased Saharawis to try and get onto the voter list.

· Francois Fall was dismissed for drug-trafficking in 1994; he was using the UN diplomatic bag to smuggle hard drugs out of Morocco and into the EU.

· Yacub Khan, UN Special Representative to Western Sahara in the early 90s, claimed a substantial allowance for living in W Sahara, when in fact he didn’t; on one occasion, he also controversially refused to meet the POLISARIO Front due to “lack of time” after having spend an extended stay in Morocco having long private meetings with the King Hassan and Driss “Butcher” Basri, then Morocco’s Minister of the Interior.
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