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Madame "Ambassadenr de Sa Majesté le Roi
-Qslg-

_fd<h)

Monsieur le Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres
et de la Coopération
-Rabat-

Destinataire principal s Cab-ToGEAN
Destinataire CC ARG DT A4 DG A

Objer: (Quesoion :‘*Eﬂti-ill‘!ﬂ]t,f]{ép{)n&t du Mumstre norvégicn des Aflaires Biranpgires 7
une gueston patlementaire.
Béf: ML a® 94 du 12 mars 2013

Fatzant suite a mon covol SUSIMOATIORne, a1 Phonaeur de vous farre parvenir o
joirs, une traducton de la séponse du Minsme norvégion des Affaires Ewanpéres & une
queston émanant d'une patlementaire norvegienng au sujel du proces Gdeim Lk

Préparée par la Thireciion MENA, avee laguelle, ('ai cu un échange inlense sur le
sujet, la réponse du Ministre a souligné ce qui suit -

= Jes 11 mers sont des agents gouvernermnentaus. Cedd pour éfuter lidée
largement répandue par les réscaux de souten au Polisario, ncrmminant les
Porces de 'Orcre,

o [implication des otgamsations marocaines des drois de Mhomme, dans le
suivi du proces.

e A ochtgqué sans pour autent condameer le fal que des civils solent jugés
devant un rribunal militaize.

® Lo aarare du tribunal est un sujet controversé an Maroc et quiune réforme &
éré niroduite par le CNDH sfin d'abelic Pusage des wibunaes milizires pour Jes
jegements waplicuant des Clvils.

o  Leg programmies e la Commission de Venwe foar paroe sntégrale de
VAccord entre le Consen] de Plinzope et ke Maroc, ¢n mettant en exergue le star
octrove 4 Notre pays |« pagtenare pour la démaocranie »,

Le tansfert de Pexpernse du Consetl de PEurope sera wiile zux pays de la
réginn MENA ayaar expamé leur disponibiitd 2 avancer dans le processus
démocraague.

Enfin, le Ministee annonedgus patdementaires, Psugmentation de la contribution

de la Worvége an programece dey CBM.
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Written guestions from Karin 5 Woldseth {Progress Party) to the Minister of Foreign Affairs
Docurnent Mo, 15:954 {2012-2013)

Submitted; 06/03/2013

Sent: 07/03/2013

Replied: 130372013 by Foreign Minister Espen Barth Eide

Question

Karin 5. Woldseth (Prograss Party): Will the Forgign Mimister do something to influence Morocoo, so
that activists from Western Sahara can ger a fairtrial, and that contributes to the rule of faw and
human rights are upheld? Reason

Acouple of weeks apo, 24 activists from Western Sahara corvicted i g military court, 9 of them
were life-long 2nd the other between 20 and 20 yaars in prison,

This shows that Maroceo still does not follow the European standards in terms of rule of law and
humazn righls. This despita the fact that they are ohservers {2 the Council with the right to speak.
Both the politizal cornmittee and the legal comemnitize of the Councit of Furepe should have kad
meetings in Rabat, Moracce in March and Apsil 2013, but | kave sent a letter to the President of the
Council of Evrope Parliamentery Assermnbly, where 1 explain that [ ind it impropare in view of the
recent developments in Morooco | 1o attend meetings in a country that does not fallow the
stancards of an institution they would ke to be a part of.

Reply

Esoan Barth Eide: I February 2013 was 24 Sahrawi sentenced by & reilitary court in Rabat in Morocoo
for the muarder of 11 tMoroccan government officials and to have contributed 1o the riots in
connecticn with the remova’ of 3 protest camp near the town of Leayvoune in Western Sahara in
October 2010, Accerding to a Moroccan humar rights organization, g1l those convicted have
appeaied the verdicts,

Any litigation must Be jn accordance wilh international auman rights standards. Norway expacts that
Morccoa provides all detainees a Tair trial, itis particdlarly criticisable that civilians be judged in
military triburals. Norway bas taken wp this therme with Maorocean autharizies, and we wili Tollow up
this trial,

Such use of military tribunals is also controversiat in Morocco, Falliowing demands from 2 variety of
dMorcccan human rights organizations, has Moroceo's government-zppainted National Human Righis
recently put ferward a proposal for a reform of the judiciary, which wilt abolish the admission to
undergo civilians under military courte.

Morway sipports the Morgccan human rights organizetion Asseciztion Marocaine des Droits
Humaine [AMDH) who have bean present throughout the trial of the 24 Sahrawi. Gur embassy slsa
follow the issue closely. When it comes ta legal reform, Norway provides supoart ta the Council of
Europe's acvisory bogy, the European Cammission for Democracy (Venice Commission), through its
tegistation wors in Morocco, Venime Camnmission planed projects are included in the agreemant
hetween Morocco and the Eurgpear-Council, as part of the Council of Furape neighoourbcon
pricrities.

The Counsil 2nvisage also assisting Moraceo o imalement refarms |nthe justics level. This assistance
ircludes lepal revisws of draft laws and all other appiicable lzws of great importznce for democratic
institutions and functions, including humar rights such as freedom of assembly, fresdom of
association and expression. Surthormaore, Maorpcco has status as Upartner for democracy’ to speak al
the Council of Europe Parlizmentary Assemly (PACE],

The Council of Curope kas a central rale in efforts w ensure respect for human rights, demooracy ano



rufe of law in our part of the wodd. The Councii of Eurcpe is the premies ferum for regulatary and
standard-developiant in thess areas in Turope. Norway helieves that the transter of the Council of
turape's expertise will be extremealy valuabls to countries in Narth Africa and the Middle East who
are nat yet sdvanced when i comes wa his issue, by expresses willingreass 4 do something about it

[t may slsa e mentioned tha: Norway 2arlier this winter bave indicated to UMHCR that we want ta
increass the Norwegian support 10 the very important confidence-building work they do batweer
the parties in confiliz in Western Sahara.



