FERN Security Council

yif | _ Distr.
%&%ﬁ%%@z& GENERAL
D’ 4
wm
§/24040
29 May 1992

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

INTRODUCTION

1. Ia wmy letter of 25 March 1992 (5/23754) to the Presidant of the Security
Council I informed him of the appointment. of Sahabzada Yaqub-Xhan as my new
Special Representative Ior Westsarn Sahara, In his response to me 2f the same
date (5/23758), the President reiterated the Council's gupport for my efforts
and those to be made by the Special Representative to accelerate the
implementation of the Settlement Plan for self-determination of the people of
Western Sahara and expressed interest in receiving from me a further report on
the progress made in the implementation of the Plan. As desired by the
Council and in pursuance ~f the intention expressed in paragraph 30 of my
report to the Council of <8 February 1992 (5/23662) the present report

addresses the curreat status of the implementation of the Plan in its
different aspects.

I. MILITARY ASPECTS

2. As of 20 May 1992, the military strength of MINURSO was 349, including
229 United Nations Military Observers. :
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5. During ths reporting period, the dsployment of United Natiouns military
observers has remalined as described in paragraphs 4 aad 5 of my last report to
the Council on 28 February 1994, except that the previous central and southern

sectors have bean marged into ¢me single southern sector. Its headquarters
has been eatablished at Dakhla.

6. In its present limited deployment, the role of the MINURSO military unit
is essentially limited to moritoring and verifying the cease-fire into which
the parties have enterad. Since my last report, a total of 102 violations -
none of them involving casualties - have been reported by MINURSO, 97 of which
were attributed to Morocco and the remaining five to the Folisario. Most of
these viclations have iavelved improvemsnt of defensive works such as the
8igging of anti-taank ditches, the construction of barriers and bunkers and the
extension and reinforcement of existing fortifications. Thera have alsc heen
frequent complaints of overflights but with its limited resources MINURSO was
in a position to positively identify only five aircraft involved in such
overflights. On the other hand, it is noted with satisfaction that there have
been po exchanges of fire betwoan the two sides and no casualties resulting
from intentiomal hostile action even though mine explosions have caused
casualties on both gides.

II. OTHER ASPECTS

7. Shortly a“ter his appointment, my Special Representative.

Sahabzada Yaqub-Khan, made a tour of the mission area ard the neighbouring
countries lasgting from 19 to 30 April 1992. During this toux the. Special
Reprecectative met not only with the King of Morocco and the Secretary-General
of the Polisario, but also with the Heads of State of Algeriz and Mauritania.
On the basis of his initial contacts with the parties, the Special
Represencative concluded thac thelr re.pective positions remained far apart
and that these differences continued tc present serious obstacles to the
implementation of “he Sattlement Flan. At the same time, he was ancouraged to
find that both parties continued to be committed to the Plan az a framework
for a just and permanent sclution to the Western Sakara conflict.
Additionally, both Algeria snd Mauritania promised him their ful support and

cooperation in ordsr to overcome existiag obstacles and to facilitate the
execution of the Plan.

8. In the light of his findings, at the conclusion of tha tour, the Special
Representative explored with each of the parties their readiness to hold talks
with him io an effoirt to reaclivate the Plau. Both partles have agreed tu du

sc. The talks are aow under way and are beiung held with'a the fransewcrk of
the Settlemext Plan.
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IIXI. OBSERVATIONS

. It 8 my expectation that in their talks with the Special Representative,
both part..s will cooperate with him in efforts %o promote trust and
confidence and to create an atmosphare conducive to the smooth implementation

of the Plan.

10. Regardiess of the progress of the curreat talks, I remain convinced of
the need for maintaining the current military strength of MINURSO in Western
Sahara in order to adaquately monitor the cease-fire. Although cease-fire
violations have continued to occur and their frequency has even increasad
somevbat since my last report, the incidents reported have generally mot been
of a violent nature; nor has there been a single battle casualty on either
side since MINURSO was deployed last year. Furthermore, during the Special
Representative’'s visit to the area, he was assured by both parties concerned
that they would make every effort to adhere to ‘he provisions of the
cease-fire agreement and to cooparate with MINURS. within the framework of the
Settlement Plan. Thus, I would expect compliance with the cease-fire to
improve significantly over the coming months.

li. 1iIn the light of the foregoing and bearing in mind the critical role
MINURSO observers are playing for the maintenance of peace and traaquillity
pexding the sc¢c.tlement of the comflict, I recommend that tha Council extend
MINURSO's mandate for a further period of three mcuntha i.e. until the end of
August 1992. It is my hope that by then substantial progress would have been
made to prepare the ground for the holding of a referendum leading to the
peacelul settlement of the Western Sahara conflict. However, if by that time
the peace process remains deadlocked, notwithstanding the efforts currently
being made by my Special Representative in his talks with the parties. the
Security Council might wish tu consider a different approach.
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