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EL KARAMAY

INTERNATIONAL BUREAU FOR THE RESPECT OF HUMAN
RIGHTS IN WESTERN SAHARA:

THE NEXT STEP BEGINS

The Bureau for human rights in Western
Sahara needed to give itself the means with
which to become a legally-recognised
structure, so that its members could have a new
mstrument of stru%gle. This was therefore
done on the 16" March, when a new
association was formally created, currently
uniting members from numerous countries,
mcluding Switzerland, France, Italy, UK,
Spain ... and Western Sahara. Small yet
ambitious, this association will work with all
sister associations, especially Saharawian, to
achieve its goals: not only denouncing
violations of human rights in Western Sahara,
but also leading proactive campaigns for the
respect of these same rights.
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Demonstration for the Disappeared in front of
the UN

Geneva, March 2002

The positive results of last vear’s campaign for the release of Saharawi political prisoners are
promising, although the association’s members have not developed any illusions as to the ease of

future campaigns.

In fact, each new struggle will demand extremely detailed preparation, the

collection of the maximum possible quantity of evidence (on disappearances, for example) and lots of

support from NGOs and other recognised organisations.

One can hope, for example, that as the

Bureau is a legal entity in Switzerland, the entry of Switzerland into the UN will make it more
proactive, ready to take the lead in a situation where human rights are treated with contempt.



El Karama will stay as the information organ of the
Bureau, and its translation and international distribution
will carry on as before. It is also clear that, to be
effective, our campaigns must be vours also, ours all
together. Over the coming months we will continue to
ask for your help with far-ranging actions that can’t
succeed without vour solidarity. Thankyou for
responding to our appeals and for continuing your
collaboration with the International Bureau for the
Respect of Human Rights in Western Sahara, in this
new stage in the struggle.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE INTERNATIONAL BUREAU FOR THE RESPECT
OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN WESTERN SAHARA
COMMUNIQUE

The general assembly of the European Burcau for the Respect of Human Rights in Western Sahara
was held on the 16" March in Geneva. Representatives from Switzerland, France, Italy and Great
Britain were present; representatives from Germany and Spain sent their apologies. There was also a
large group of Saharawi human rights defenders present: Mr Abdeslam Omar Lahcen — President of
AFAPREDESA (Association of Families of Saharawi Prisoners and Disappeared), from the refugee
camps, and representatives of organisations from the Western Sahara under Moroccan control: Mr
Dahha Rahmouni, of the Co-ordinating Committee of Saharawi Victims of Forced Disappearance, and
Mr Moumen Mohamed Mahmoud, of the Smara Association of Families of the Disappeared, son of
Sidi Ahmed Baaya, still disappeared, were joined in the afternoon by Mr Noumria Brahim of the Truth
& Justice Forum — Sahara Section, and Mr Mohamed Fadel Leili, Saharawi lawyer and former
disappeared.

The Assembly also received several messages of support, from Belgium (Pierre Galand, President of
EUCOCO), from France (Committee for the Adoption of Political Prisoners in Morocco), ...

This meeting, which discussed and accepted the proposals for modifying the functioning of the
Bureau, can be considered as a Constituting Assembly for the new association. After having reported
on the activities of the past vear, it adopted statutes, elected an executive committee of 5 members and
appointed contact persons for the different countries present. Furthermore, to widen its perspective,
especially outside of Europe, the Assembly decided unanimously to change the name of the
association to INTERNATIONAL BUREAU FOR THE RESPECT OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN
WESTERN SAHARA. A subscription campaign will be launched shortly.

The work plan adopted mvolves the pursuit and development of

* the spreading of mformation, in particular in different languages (French, English, Spanish)

e  the publication of El Karama (in French, English, Spanish, Italian, Catalan, ....)

e the campaign for the adoption of disappeared Saharawi

e advocacy for the release of all Saharawi political detainees sentenced by the Moroccan
authorities or awaiting judgement.

A specific campaign will be launched in the next few weeks on the issue of forced disappearance in
Western Sahara. As part of this, a project for a meeting between families of Saharawi disappeared and
European “adopters” in Geneva in March 2003 has been drawn up.

Saluting the active participation of Saharawi representatives, the Assembly reaffirmed its support for
the Saharawi organisations for the defence of human rights and its wish to pursue an effective
collaboration with them.

In the afternoon, the assembly listened with emotion to Mohamed Daddach, who addressed the
meeting by phone. After having thanked BERDHSO for the campaign for his and his comrades’



release, he noted that violations of human rights in Western Sahara were linked to the politico-military
conflict and wouldn’t cease until this conflict was ended with a free and fair referendum of self-

determination. Other phone messages were received form the Western Sahara, from a Saharawi
woman escaped form the Moroccan secret prisons, and from a human rights activist.

In the second part of the day, a colloquim on forced disappearance took place, involving also Mrs Tina
Meschiati, survivor of forced disappearance in Argentina (1976-78), from the association “Memoria
Viva”, and Mr Jairo Sanchez of the American Association of Jurists. This meeting of over 3 hours
(which 1s the subject of a separate report) will greatly enrich our future actions.

Geneva, 17" March 2002




With a significant international participation, in particular with the presence of
representatives of different NGOs active in the field of human rights in the occupied
territories, the results of the General Meeting of the former BERDHSO were exceptional.
Aiming for greater effectiveness the bureau has now become international. In keeping with
this new aspect, the structure has been enlarged and various projects of work established.
Also exceptional were the contributions by Mohamed Daddach, Mrs Tina Meschiati
(Memoria Viva) and Mr Jairo Sanchez (American Association of Lawyers), who gave a sense
of common commitmeni.

LM ohamed Bennou

i_[ found this general meeting was particularly successful because of the presence of our

i friends from Western Sahara who enabled us to understand even better the human rights

i situation and its development in this territory occupied by Morocco for 26 years. Their

U arrival was a very emotional moment which moved up a notch with the telephone
communication we had with Mohamed




Our association needs new members so we can manage to do our work and achieve our aims.

The last General Meeting decided to start an international membership campaign aiming to give us the
means of functioning : 100 members paying their subscription would allow us to cover the annual
budget of BIRDHSO.

Please join the BUREAU INTERNATIONAL POUR LE RESPECT DES DROITS DE L'HOMME
AU SAHARA OCCIDENTAL. Make its work known and its newsletter EL KARAMA, published in
French, English, Spanish and Italian.

Send in the form below by post, fax or email to our address.
77

Compte deCheque Postal: CCP 12-12461-0



«EL KARAMA » appears 3 to 4 times a year. In order to publish it we need your support. Annual
subscription :
20 FS/15 € to be paid to the addresses below.

If you would like to receive regular news by email or fax, please send your address.

Bureau International pour le Respect dests de’homme au Sahara Occidental
CasePostale 53 1211 GENEVE 9 Suisse -Fakékt41.22.320.65.50

E-mail :bdh _sahara@hotmail.com

Compte deCheque Postal: CCP 12-12461-0




