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Resolution on the human rights situation in Morocco

The European Parliament,

-   having regard to its previous resolutions on human rights violations and missing persons in Morocco, as well as its resolutions on the conflict in Western Sahara,

A.  whereas Morocco has ratified the international conventions on human rights and against torture,

B.  having regard to the decision by the United Nations Security Council to reduce its staff and forces in Western Sahara and the consequences this may have,

C.  whereas, under the present circumstances, the suspension of the process for preparing the referendum is jeopardizing the peace plan,

D.  wishing to see the European Union and Morocco succeed in developing their relations, with a view to institutionalizing the political dialogue needed in order to meet the common challenges in the Mediterranean, while supporting the general objectives of the new Mediterranean policy as contained in the Euro-Mediterranean Agreements,

1.  Expresses concern at the human rights situation in Morocco;

2.  Calls on the European Union, the Member States and Morocco to support unreservedly a wide-ranging and ongoing dialogue aimed at promoting respect for human rights and freedoms and calls on the Moroccan Government and the Polisario Front to do all in their power to reach a swift solution to the problem of Western Sahara, in full compliance with the United Nations resolutions;

3.  Notes the wish expressed by the United Nations Security Council that the Moroccan authorities and the Polisario Front should intensify their direct dialogue in order to overcome the obstacles to the process of preparing the referendum on self-determination in Western Sahara;

4.  Calls on the Commission to monitor constantly respect for human rights and moves towards democracy in Morocco and asks it to submit a report to the European Parliament on the human rights situation and the implementation of the Euro-Mediterranean Agreement at least once a year;

5.  Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission and the Government of Morocco.

