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12 April 2012

Excellency,

I amjwriting in reference to our meeting of 23 March and your letter of the same
date, in which you raised your concerns regarding the attendance of an OHCHR staff
member at § Human Rights Council side event on the human rights situation in the
Western Sahara.

Accqrding to the information provided by the Secretariat of the Human Rights
Council, the event was organised by three ECOSOC-accredited NGOs, and was carried
out in accofdance with the rules established by the Council.

Side]events at the Human Rights Council are public meetings where non-
governmen}al organizations may raise a diversity of issues and opinions, and contribute to
discussionq on the promotion and protection of human rights. These are democratic spaces
for the exelcise of the freedom of expression, association and assembly, and are highly
s of exchange.

y expectation that OHCHR staff attend side events and other fora organised
ins of Human Rights Council meetings. It is part of the OHCHR mandate and

protection and promotion of human rights in Morocco in recent months. I
end these initiatives, and I look forward to continuing our cooperation in

Pledse accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Nag¥artthern Pillay
High Comyrfissioner for Human-Rights

H.E. Mr, Qmar Hilale

Ambassadpr, Permanent Representative

Permapen] Mission of the Kingdom of Morocco in Geneva
Ch. Frangojis-Lebmann 18a
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