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Messrs. Chairmen,
First of all, let me congratulate you on your recent election as chair of your respective Committee in the European Parliament.

This letter is to inform you about my visit to Morocco. My objectives were to:
- initiate constructive working relations with the new government and to obtain information about its programme;

- obtain the views of the new government about its priorities in relations with the EU and to agree on the next steps.

My visit took place on the same day as the government presented its programme to the Parliament. In addition to the Head of Government, I met with the speakers of both Houses of Parliament, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Minister of Economy and Finance, the Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, the Minister of Trade, Industry and new Technologies and representatives of the civil society. 
I went with a clear message that the Commission stands firmly behind the reform efforts of the country. Since my last visit which took place barely one year ago, the country has indeed embarked on a substantial peaceful transformation: a new constitution was approved in the July 2011 referendum, elections took place in late November and a new government formed thereafter. 
This new government showed a clear commitment to take the comprehensive reform agenda forward. With regard to the latest political developments in the country, the Moroccan authorities underlined the peaceful nature of the deep transformation and political changes occurring in the country as opposed to the events of 2011 in some other southern Mediterranean countries. They considered that Morocco was a successful model of gradual and consensual change and expected recognition including in terms of extra EU financial support. The Government representatives also confirmed that they will maintain Morocco's policy of engagement with the EU to implement progressive economic integration according to the objectives of the renewed ENP and of the advanced status. 
The newly elected President of the Chamber of Representatives expressed his intention to strengthen the dialogue between the European Parliament and the Moroccan Parliament. He also stated that cooperation actions should be identified in order for the Moroccan Parliament to benefit from the experience of the European Parliament with a view to modernizing its structure and working modalities. This is a very significant statement of intent that I hope can be reciprocated.
With regard to regional issues, the Moroccan side welcomed EU support for Moroccan involvement in all relevant initiatives pertaining to the stabilization of the Sahara-Sahel region. They also indicated their readiness to engage in initiatives aiming at making progress towards Maghreb integration in the light of last year's developments in the region.
Unsurprisingly, the Moroccan side clearly warned that rejection by the European Parliament of the EU-Morocco Agreement on the liberalization of trade in agricultural, processed and fisheries products would be seen as a serious blow to the credibility of the policy of reciprocal engagement between the EU and Morocco.
Following our recent contacts on this matter during the last EP plenary session in January and in view of the forthcoming vote on this agreement at the INTA Committee (to be followed by a vote in plenary in February), I would like to inform and reassure you on a number of issues raised by some Members of Parliament. First, I can reassure you that the Entry Price System for fruits and vegetables will continue to be properly applied; and I note that as part of the new reform of the Common Agricultural Policy, the Commission has proposed solutions to better implement the mechanisms of this system. Second, the EU will continue its monitoring in order to ensure that relevant quota limitations for Moroccan agricultural exports are being respected. However, according to our information, Morocco has always respected the preferential quantities and can export outside the negotiated preferences at MFN (Most favoured nation) conditions. Last but not least, we are confident that the agreement will bring benefits also to small farmers and cooperatives in Morocco, in particular in the context of the implementation of the country’s sector strategy for agriculture (“Plan Vert”) and we are ready to consider relevant EU assistance in this area, including rural development programmes.

A positive vote by EP on said agreement will be important to maintain the credibility of the EU offer to Morocco in accordance with the new ENP “more for more” principle and in the light of the reform efforts undertaken and envisaged by this country. A positive vote will also bring important gains for trade in both directions. 
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