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SUBJECT: Violentevents in Dakhla

Sumtary: A MINURSO team headed by the SRSG traveTTed to
Dakhla or7 27-29 Septenber to l-ook into the events
foJ-J-owing a foo&all match that resulted in several'
deaths. The team met with officials and other
interJocutors to assess the situation.

On 27 September, during the daily senior staff meeting, I
received information about disturbances in Dakhla that
resulted in several deaths. I immediately convened a team
(myse1f,  SPA, DCSO, Chief G2 and Liaison Off icer)and we
traveled the same day to DakhLa. We toured the city, had
informal and formal- meetings with both Moroccans and
Saharawis, incJ.uding the WaLi (Governor), the city mayor
and Head of the Municipal  Counci l ,  c iv i l  society,  pol ice
and military officers and medical- personnel. tle had
complete freedom of movement and were not hindered in
anyway in our work.

lVhat happened?

On 25 September after a football match between the Iocal
team Maoulodia El Dakhla and Chabab EI Mohamadia from
Morocco a skirmish started between the local- players (who
lost 3-0) and the referee. This led to further f ights
outside the stadium that turned letha1. li le were informed
by several sources, including the Wa1i, that
approximately ten 4)K4 vehicles were util-ized by some
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individuals to run over people in the streets. Stones and.
st icks were al-so used. As a result ,  seven people were
kilLed (two police officers, three Moroccan and two
saharawi civilians) and 20 wounded, most of them hit by
cars. None of the casualties were the resurt of gunshot
wounds. At least one bui lding, a schoor,  was burned. and
we received reports of some other damage to property,
however' we were not able to confirm this oursel-ves.

rni t iarry,  the pol ice, due to a Lack of nurnbers, did not
take appropriate action and acted in a overly restrained.
manner! onry on the next day, 26 september, did securi_ty
forces establ ish road controls.  The locaI elected
authorities through the wali asked the army to diffuse
the situation which we understand was d.one. upon arrivaL
on 27 september we saw most of the road.s brocked by
manned rnilitary vehicles. The uNMos present in Dakhla
also heard landings by C-130 airpJ-anes.

There were some clashes the day after on 26 september
observed by uNMos from their hoter, however, they seemed
to be less violent then the night before. According to
our uNMos, the security forces separated the groups.
Approximately 200-400 people participated in the
skirmishes.

The heawy presence of military and auxiJ-iary forces
pacified the situation and no viorence occured. after
that. shops and cafes that were closed on 26 and 27
september, started opening on 2g september and the city
returned to reLative normality on 29 september when rtre
lef t  Dakhla.

Although originally this Looked like football hooliganisrn
that is very much prevalent in the region, it then turned.
to inter community violence between Moroccans and some
saharawis. r t  is not crear i f  people from other areas in
western sahara participated in these events. The wali
told us that there is an ong'oing investigation, five
peopJ-e have al-ready been arrested and. more potential
perpetrators are being looked i.nto (lLB. At the time of
writing we understand that the n,-refrf those arrested
has r isen to 25r.  The Moroccan Minister of  rnter ior
personal ly vis i ted the ci ty.

Why this happened?

our interl-ocutors insisted that the events in Dakhla were
the result of some people with criminal records going on
the rampage supported by unemployed youth. They stressed.
that there were no political- overtones and. that ttn

rh .\* !
\ \  \n



7

violence was strictly related to the football match. The
area, a.s we were informed, has been used recently for
smuggling, including hard drugs, and it can not be
excluded that the clashes were related to this tlpe of
act iv i ty.

Nevertheless, the positioning of the military and
security forces between the two communities, that live in
separate neighborhoods, suggests that at l-east community
overtones played a role in putting more fuel on the fire.
We do not believe and had not been provided with any
evidence that Pol isar io played a role here. In our view,
the viol-ence was spontaneously precipitated by the Dakhla
team losing the match. The initial and continued lack of
outrage by the international NGO community seems to prove
this theory.

A pronpt and measured response by the authorities
utilj-zing only necessary force combined with the
pacifying role played by community leaders did not aIlow
the si tuat ion to spiral  out of  control .

Morocco vs Pol isar io:  how many were actual ly ki lLed?

Pol isar io in i ts wri t ten comrnunicat ions insists that
there was one person killed and several wounded. Moroccan
nurnbers are seven and 20 respectively. We fail to
understand why Polisario is downplaying these events
contrary to its J-ongstanding previous practice. We think
that the reasons for such a PR move are related to
regional events and to the ongoing ItN GeneraL AssembJ-y
and that certain players close to Polisario felt that the
violence in Dakhla did not play to their interests and
should be minimized as much as possible.

In addit ion, the use of 4X4 vehicles ( favored by
Saharawis) to kiII and maim people could be another
reason to avoid further damage to the image of PoLisario.
Althoughr ?s we pointed out,  we do not beLieve Pol isar io
was in an]rway involved, one can not exclude that some
rogare elements with ties to the smugglers might have had
some inf luence during the clashes.

Lessons learned

Morocco seems to have taken note of how the international
community reacted to the dismantling of the Gdim Izik
cErmp in November 2Ol0 and decided to change its modus
operandi. This time, the security forces acted
professional.ly showing great restraint and were abl-e to
calm the situation in a reJ-atively short time. The
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authorities provided our team with access, information
and full freedom of movement (which was not the case in
November 2010) Morocco through its news agency IIAP
immediately reported on the events in Dakhla providing
sufficient information to quel1 any further speculations.
The TIaIi told us that \\we are fully transparent, and vre
tend to believe him. such transparency is almost unheard
off  in the region.

Did the presence of the MrNURso team help calm down the
situation? We hope we did. The people of Dakhla are proud
of their  c i ty and what i t  has to offer to vis i tors.  These
events stained their reputation and they did their utmost
to clean i t  up as quickly as possible. For the t ime-being
it seems that they succeeded. 
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