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ADDRESSED TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

Inits resolution 1133 (1997) of 20 Cctober 1997, the Security Counci l
requested ne to report every 60 days fromthe date of extension of the mandate
of the United Nations Mssion for the Referendumin Western Sahara (M NURSO on
the progress in the inplenentation of the settlenent plan and the agreenents
reached between the parties. M report of 13 Novenber 1997 (S/1997/882) set out
in detail the preparatory work for the resunption of identification and other
activities under the settlenent plan and ny recommendations for the full
depl oynment of M NURSO  Since then there have been several inportant
devel opnent s.

As menbers of the Council are aware, on 17 October my Acting Special
Representative, M. Erik Jensen, met with the representative of the Frente
Popul ar para | a Liberaci 6n de Saguia el-Hantra y del Rio de Oro (Frente
POLISARIO to M NURSO, M. Enmhanmed Khaddad, in Tindouf and then with the
Moroccan authorities to discuss various issues related to the inplenentation of
the settlenent plan. The Frente POLISARIO reaffirnmed their commtment to the
Houst on agreenment and their wish to see the process nove forward expeditiously.
On 20 and 22 Cctober, M. Jensen net with the Mnister of the Interior of
Morocco, M. Driss Basri, who reiterated assurances of Myrocco's conmtnment to
the agreenent (S/1997/742, annex I11) and assured ny Acting Speci al
Representative of his CGovernnent's readiness to provide all practical support
for the resunption of identification.

On 4 Novenber, ny Acting Special Representative presented to
M. Enmhaned Khaddad the provisional progranme for identification and the
proposed convocation list and discussed with himthe updating of the list of the
tribal |eaders (sheikhs). On 5 and 6 Novenber, M. Jensen discussed the sane
issues with the Mnister of the Interior of Mdrocco. Further nmeetings with the
parties have resolved all but two or three renmaining differences in the list.
On 14 Novenber, both parties received on diskette conplete lists of all persons
remai ning to be convoked with the request to provide details of changes of
address and any other information pertinent to the determ nation of an
appropriate identification centre. On 17 Novenber, final convocation lists for
the first four weeks of the resunmed identification process were sent out and on
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19 and 21 Novenber, the remaining details of the initial progranme were
confirmed in witing, the start of the process being postponed briefly owing to
admi nistrative difficulties.

A series of practical nmeasures were al so taken to permt the resunption of
identification at the begi nning of Decenber, as planned. After their arriva
from Geneva, the identification files were organi zed in preparation for
distribution to centres. Wth the cooperation of the parties, the first few
centres due to becone operational, in Laayoune and Snara in the Territory and in
the Smara and Dakhl a refugee canps near Tindouf, were restored. This includes
the refurbishnent and installation of the necessary specialized equi prent.

Identification Comm ssion staff started to arrive in the mssion area
during the nonth of Novenmber and a rigorous training programe has been under
way, whereby staff nmenbers with the nost experience trained and briefed their
col | eagues. The newly appointed Chairman of the ldentification Comm ssion
M. Robin Kinloch (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Irel and),
arrived in Laayoune on 23 Novenber 1997; he has since met with the Secretary-
General of the Frente POLI SARIO, M. Mhaned Abdel azi z, and senior Frente
POLISARIO officials and with the Mnister of the Interior of Mrocco,

M. Driss Basri, as well as senior Mroccan officials.

The identification process resunmed on 3 Decenber 1997 as pl anned, at
Laayoune and at Canp Smara in the Tindouf region. Two nore identification
centres were opened on 8 Decenber, at Canp Dakhla in the Ti ndouf region and at
Smara. A fifth centre, at Tan Tan in southern Mrocco, is scheduled to open on
15 Decenber. A second centre at Laayoune, originally expected to be opened on
15 Decenber, will becone operational on 22 Decenber. Preparations for
identification work in Mauritania are sonewhat behind schedul e and the process
there is likely to resume in |late January. The return of many fornmer M NURSO
staff has facilitated the start-up process, but the Comm ssion is not yet at
full strength, which it woul d be necessary to achieve in the next two weeks for
the expansion to all nine centres in early January 1998. Wth the arrival of
t he new observers appointed by the Chairman of the Organization of African Unity
(QAU), there are now six OAU observers in addition to the Senior Representative

From 3 to 12 Decenber 1997, over 3,000 persons were convoked and 2, 386
identified. Both parties have supported the Commission's efforts in this
process. The difficulties encountered have been nostly of a technical nature
and have arisen in part because of the late return of updated data by the
parties and in part because of the sequence of convocation. Another issue, in
the Tindouf region, relates to the identification of applicants who have not
been convoked but present thenselves for identification; the Comm ssion has
established that there is no objection by either party to the identification of
t hose who constitute exceptional (humanitarian) cases. |In this regard, the
Commi ssion considers that, for reasons of principle and practice, identification
shoul d follow a single convocation to a specific centre. Steps are being taken
to increase, where it has proved necessary, the nunber of applicants convoked
every day in order to ensure the opti mumuse of centre resources. The
Commi ssion has decided to i ssue "operational comuni qués", in order to announce
its decision on procedures, as well as to provide advance notice of centre
programes and such matters as the novenent of observers and tribal |eaders
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deadl i nes for receipt of updated data and the issuance of convocation |ists.
The Chairman of the ldentification Comr ssion discussed this and ot her
identification matters with the Mnister of the Interior of Mdrocco and his
seni or advisers at their neeting in Laayoune on 9 Decenber.

The re-establishment of the civilian police conponent of MNURSO is al so
under way. A five-person teamfromthe Royal Canadi an Mounted Police visited
the mission area from19 to 26 Novenber to undertake reconnai ssance and
coordination related to the depl oyment of the Canadian civilian police
contingent scheduled to arrive in Decenber. Ei ght nenbers of the Portuguese
contingent arrived in Laayoune on 21 Novenber and the newly appointed Gvilian
Pol i ce Conmi ssi oner, Chief Superintendent Peter MIler (Canada), arrived on
24 Novenber. The civilian police component now conprises 48 officers. Wile
the present contingent's strength is adequate to support the identification
activities being phased in, the component is facing |ogistical problens arising
from shortages in sonme equipnment and supplies. Additional equipment to support
the identification process is being shipped fromother m ssions and shoul d
arrive in MNURSO by 14 Decenber.

The mlitary conmponent of M NURSO continues to nonitor the ceasefire
bet ween t he Royal Mroccan Arny and the Frente POLI SARIO.  The situation in the
nm ssion area remains stable, with no significant indications that either side
intends to resune hostilities. In the meantime, the Secretariat has initiated
intensive consultations with potential troop-contributing countries to identify
the necessary mlitary units for M NURSO

The strenuous effort that has been made to ensure the successful resunption
of the identification process and the renewed expression by both parties of
their commtment to full inplenentation of the settlement plan encourages ne to
believe that MNURSO will be able to conplete its tasks in accordance with the
chal l enging tinetable presented in ny recent report to the Security Counci
(S/1997/882) and the rel evant decisions of the Council. However, for this to
happen, all elenments of the tinmetable nust be strictly adhered to, including the
provision of the necessary resources in full and on tinme. This applies, in
particular, to the depl oyment of the engi neering and other resources by the
first half of February, at the latest, as indicated in the tinmetable, to
undertake the operational dem ning and prepare for the depl oynent of the
mlitary conponent of the Mssion. | trust that the Security Council and the
General Assenbly woul d do everything possible to assist in neeting these
chal | engi ng tasks.

(Signed) Kofi A ANNAN



