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I. INTRODUCTION

43, In its resolution 621 (1988) concerning the situation in Western Sahara the
Security Council authorized the Secretary-General to appoint a special
representative for Western Sahara. The Secretary-General accordingly appointed
Mr. Hector Gros Espiell as his Special Representative with effect from

19 October 1988. Upon his resignation, Mr. Gros Espiell, was succeeded by

Mr. Johannes Manz with effect from 19 January 1990.

44. The Secretary-General also undertook preparation of the report called for in
Security Council resolution 621 (1988). Having taken note of the comments and
observations made by the two parties in their acceptance of the settlement
proposals and after further consultations with them and with the current Chairman
of OAU, the Secretary-General, on 30 June 1989, established a technical commission
at United Nations Headquarters, under his chairmanship, to study ways and means of
implementing the settlement proposals. On 12 July 1989, the Special Representative
handed to representatives of the two parties a draft timetable for the
implementation of the settlement proposals, which had been prepared by the
Technical Commission. Morocco's response to the draft timetable was received on

6 October 1989 and that of Frente POLISARIO a week later.

45. The Secretary-General has carefully studied the responses of the parties, as
well as the recommendations of the Technical Commission. On the basis of this
information, the Secretary-General, after consultations with the curreant Chairman
of OAU, has come to the conclusion that the settlement proposals for Western Sahara
should be implemented by means of the implementation plan contained in the present

report.

46. The plan is to be carried out by the United Nations in co-operation with OAU,
the representatives of which will be associated with the process throughout as
official observers who may submit their observations at any stage .to the Special
Representative of the Secretary-General for his consideration and such action as he
deems appropriate. The plan is based essentially on the provisions of the
settlement proposals and attempts to meet, to the greatest extent possible, the
major concerns of the parties as expressed to the Secretary-General and to the
Chairman of OAU during the course of consultations over the past five years. Since
presenting the settlement proposals to the parties, the Secretary-General has had
further meetings with them and has provided them with additional clarification on

points of particular concern to them.




